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It’s Official: Brisbane Broncos beat Melbourne Storm for NRL support

The Brisbane Broncos have ‘won’ the annual Roy Morgan NRL supporter ladder with 1.02 million
supporters. This puts them ahead of tonight’s Preliminary Final opponents, Melbourne Storm,
with 828,000 supporters — although both power clubs lost support from a year ago.

Broncos rivals, and 2015 NRL Premiers the North Queensland Cowboys, fill out the podium with a
solid 608,000 supporters.

The most well supported club in the traditional Sydney heartland of Rugby League is the
Parramatta Eels with 457,000 supporters. This is despite the Parramatta Eels having the longest
Premiership drought of any NRL club stretching back to 1986.

The reigning NRL Premiers, the Cronulla Sharks, may have only 224,000 supporters well behind
the top Sydney clubs, but their drought-breaking Premiership in 2016 should lead to solid
increases in support in the future.

NRL Club Supporter Ladder 2017

Brisbane Broncos 1,020,000
Melbourne Storm 828,000
North Queensland Cowboys 608,000
Parramatta Eels 457,000
St. George-lllawara Dragons 441,000
Wests Tigers 403,000
South Sydney Rabbitohs 391,000
Canterbury Bulldogs 355,000
Manly-Warringah 327,000
Sydney Roosters 224,000
Cronulla Sharks 224,000
Canberra Raiders 218,000
Newcastle Knights 203,000
Gold Coast Titans 188,000
Penrith Panthers 186,000
New Zealand Warriors* 162,000
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Source: Roy Morgan Single Source Australia, July 2016 — June 2017.n=14,544. Base: Australians 14+. *New
Zealand Warriors support only includes Australian-based supporters.

Gary Morgan, Executive Chairman, Roy Morgan Research, says:

“The Brisbane Broncos with 1.02 million supporters are again Australia’s most widely
supported NRL club — a position the Broncos have held unchallenged since the NRL
commenced operations in 1998 following the Super League split.

Roy Morgan Research Ltd. A.B.N. 91 007 092 944 Quality System Certified to AS/NZS 1SO 9001
401 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria, 3000 — GPO Box 2282U, Melbourne, Victoria, 3001, Australia
Tel: (03) 9629 6888 Fax: (03) 9629 1250 (03) 9224 5387 melbourne@roymorgan.com Www.roymorgan.com



http://www.roymorgan.com/
http://www.roymorganonlinestore.com/Browse/Australia/Media.aspx
mailto:melbourne@roymorgan.com
http://www.roymorgan.com/

“The Broncos have over twice as many supporters as any Sydney-based NRL club
including long-suffering Parramatta Eels supporters on top in the Sydney market with
457,000 supporters ahead of two merged clubs — the St. George lllawarra Dragons on
441,000 supporters and the Wests Tigers with 403,000 supporters.

“The strong support for the Broncos is evident when one considers the home attendances
for NRL clubs. The Broncos are the only NRL club to average home attendances of over
30,000 spectators.

“Broncos Preliminary Final opponents, the Melbourne Storm, grab second place on the
Roy Morgan 2017 NRL supporter ladder with 828,000 supporters. The Storm’s home
attendances are also second only to the Broncos. Queensland rivals the North Queensland
Cowboys with 608,000 supporters also have the league’s third best home attendance
behind the Broncos and Storm.”

For comments or more information about Roy Morgan Research’s NRL Supporter profiles
and other Sporting profiles data, please contact:

Roy Morgan Research - Enquiries
Office: +61 (3) 9224 5309
askroymorgan@roymorgan.com

About Roy Morgan Research

Roy Morgan Research is the largest independent Australian research company, with offices in each
state of Australia, as well as in the United States and the United Kingdom. A full service research
organisation specialising in omnibus and syndicated data, Roy Morgan Research has over 70 years’
experience in collecting objective, independent information on consumers.

Margin of Error

The margin of error to be allowed for in any estimate depends mainly on the number of interviews
on which it is based. Margin of error gives indications of the likely range within which estimates
would be 95% likely to fall, expressed as the number of percentage points above or below the
actual estimate. Allowance for design effects (such as stratification and weighting) should be made
as appropriate.

Sample Size Percentage Estimate
40%-60% 25% or 75% 10% or 90% 5% or 95%
5,000 1.4 +1.2 0.8 10.6
7,500 1.1 1.0 0.7 $0.5
10,000 1.0 0.9 0.6 0.4
20,000 0.7 10.6 0.4 0.3
50,000 0.4 0.4 0.3 10.2
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